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	President’s Message

Dear EFN Members and Colleagues,
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It is now almost 100 days ago I was elected as EFN president. I knew that it would be a challenging time to be president in. Looking back at these 100 days we have together succeeded in continuing having focus on the most important challenges, so we use both the political as well as the administrative resources in the best way.

We will also in the future be challenged by a lot of initiatives from EU: We will face a new directive cross-boarder healthcare, and perhaps a new initiative on working time.

Within EFN we have decided to be part in the EUNetPaS project about patient safety. I will therefore thank the organisations that have expressed will to support a secondment at the EFN office, and strongly prompt other NNA’s to support this opportunity to have a secondment at the office to tend this project.

Lastly, I send you all the best wishes for a peaceful Christmas and a good new year. 
Grete Christensen
                                     EFN President
PLEASE NOTE THAT THE EFN BRUSSELS OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED FROM 15 DECEMBER 2007 UNTIL 3 JANUARY 2008.
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Agenda

III International Conference on Patient Safety “Patients for Patient Safety”, 13-14 December 2007, Madrid, Spain

EU Council Debriefing & Slovenian Presidency Briefing, 15 December 2007, European Parliament, Brussels, Belgium

First ESQH symposium “Indicators for Patient Safety and Quality”, 9-10 January 2008, Odense, Denmark
EHMA event “Brussels in 24 hours”, 23-24 January 2008, Brussels, Belgium

Conference “The Future of the Internal Market - The Single Market Review and the Lisbon Treaty”, 24-25 January 2008, Brussels, Belgium

EHMA conference “A proposal for a directive on cross-border healthcare”, 25 January 2008, Brussels, Belgium
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	News from EFN

First Agora Forum meeting
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The EFN participated in the first Agora meeting on “The Future of Europe” that took place on 8-9 November 2007, in the European Parliament, in Brussels. Set up by the European Parliament in 2006 the Agora Forum is aiming to get people directly involved in discussions over the future direction of Europe now that a Reform Treaty has been signed. The meeting brought together 400 representatives of European Civil Society organisations from across Europe to discuss the opportunities and challenges of the new Reform Treaty.

Meeting of the EU Chief Nursing Officers
The EFN president participated as observer in the meeting of the EU Chief Nursing Officers held in Lisbon, Portugal, on 15-16 November 2007. The ‘Ordem dos Enfermeiros’, in cooperation with the Ministry of Health, worked hard in planning the meeting and several presentations from Portuguese managers gave a good background for discussions on quality in health care and patient safety. Furthermore, national reports were used to present a useful overview of the situation in Europe. A working group with representatives from Belgium, Slovenia, Sweden, Scotland and Portugal was set down to analyse the current situation and how the follow up has been on the Munich declaration on Family health nurses in each European country. The EFN promised to support the working group if needed. The EFN expressed the wishes of good cooperation with the chief nursing officers in the future. 
8th Conference of European Health Ministers of the Council of Europe
The EFN General Secretary participated in the 8th Conference of European Health Ministers of the Council of Europe “People on the Move: Human Rights and Challenges for Health Care Systems”, held on 22-23 November 2007, in Bratislava, Slovak Republic, where he was invited to make a presentation. A Ministerial Declaration on Migration, Health and Human Rights was signed by the 47 Health Ministers of the Council of Europe setting out their agreement on a number of important proposals aiming to address the challenges posed by migration to health care services and human rights in Europe. For further information:

http://www.coe.int/t/dc/files/ministerial_conferences/2007_health/default_EN.asp  

EU Health Policy Forum

The EFN General Secretary participated in the EU Health Policy Forum that took place in Brussels, on 28 November 2007, in order to discuss on the future work of the EU Health Policy Forum, DG Sanco consultation on the Future Challenges’ paper 2009-2014, the New EU Health Strategy, the Health Services initiative, and about Patient safety. Robert Madelin, DG Sanco Director General, chaired the afternoon section on the health strategy and on the future of the Health Policy Forum. This successful debate will facilitate EFN to look at the implementation of the Health Strategy and developing stronger partnerships with DG Sanco on Stakeholder Approach.
News from the EU

New Health Systems Impact Assessment Tool

The European Commission DG SANCO launched a new tool intending to help to produce a Health Systems Impact Assessment (HSIA) for new EU Proposals and to provide the EU stakeholders with information about the objectives and health system functions that each proposal may impact on. 
For further information:

http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_overview/co_operation/high_level/introduction_en.htm
New ‘consumer protection’ & ‘Public Health’ Websites

The European Commission DG Sanco launched a new consumer protection website, aiming to make it easier and faster to access key information, and is now carrying out a review of the Public Health website.
“Healthcare 2015: Win-win or lose-lose?”

The IBM Institute for Business Value published a report entitled “Healthcare 2015: Win-win or lose-lose?” which explains that the Healthcare systems around the world will become unsustainable by 2015, unless governments adopt new accountability standards on how the money is being spent. The report urges for more accountability in public healthcare, underline the need for governments to provide incentives for preventive care and for citizens to take responsibility for their own health, and provide detailed recommendations for the healthcare stakeholders to follow. 

Lisbon Objectives in Education and Training Progresses

The European Commission published its annual report on the progresses made towards the Lisbon objectives on education and training, which explains that there is insufficient progresses made in Europe’s education and training systems towards the goals set in the Lisbon strategy for more jobs and growth. The report also mentions that the EU Member States are not making sufficient efforts to encourage life-long learning in order to meet the ‘Lisbon Strategy’ targets. 
For further information: 

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/07/1431&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
A modern single market for all

A package of initiatives aiming to modernise the European single market and to bring more benefits to the European citizens has been published by the European Commission. Among the most important policy actions set out by the Commission are initiatives that will: help consumers to exercise their contractual rights and get redress across borders; provide better information for consumers; introduce a “researcher passport”; clarify how EU rules apply to services and social services of general interest; and promote the quality of social services across the EU. For further information: 

http://www.europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/07/1728&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN
Register of Lobbyists 
On 21 March 2007, the European Commission decided to set up a public register for all interest representatives working to influence decisions taken in EU institutions. The European Commission Vice-President, Siim Kallas, recently announced that the Commission intends to proceed with the establishment of its own register, which intends to be on voluntary basis and should start on March 2008 as part of the implementation of the EU Transparency Initiative. 
For further information: 

http://ec.europa.eu/commission_barroso/kallas/transparency_en.htm 

Stakeholders 'key' to bringing EU policy debates to national level

On 8 November 2007, the European media ‘Euractiv’ organised a meeting where participants discussed the ways of reaching out the EU citizens via national stakeholders such as NGOs. In view of the global challenges the EU is currently facing, cooperation and effective communication of the EU Member States, stakeholders and citizens, is more important than ever. The Slovakian MEP, Mr. Miroslav Mikolasik, stated that “It is desirable that EU legislation, directives and policies are translated into simple and clear language that is close to the European citizens.”

For further information: 
http://www.euractiv.com/en/opinion/stakeholders-key-bringing-eu-policy-debates-national-level/article-168226
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