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	President’s Message

Dear EFN Members and Colleagues,
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'S YOUR CHOICE!





The coming European Parliament election in June opens up a fantastic possibility for the EFN Members to influence the coming 736 members of the European Parliament.

I would like very much to encourage the EFN Members to be active in connection with the election. By being in dialogue with the candidates, you can suggest and discuss many actual professional nursing problems in your national countries.

Democracy gives us an opportunity to debate important issues, such as: patient rights, cross-border healthcare rights, skill mix, retention and recruitment, etc. with the European Parliament candidates of your country.

I also want to emphasize the new section in the EFN Website which gives you a possibility to exchange ideas and be inspired to influence the nursing agenda.    

Grete Christensen
                                     EFN President
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Meeting of the Bologna Follow-up Group
12-13 February 2009, Prague, Czech Republic

EHMA Roundtable on the Green Paper on the European Workforce for Health
13 February 2009, Brussels, Belgium

European Voice Health-check debate “Access to treatments: which rights for patients?”
17 February 2009, Brussels, Belgium

Securing Europe’s Healthcare
17-18 February 2009, Prague, Czech Republic

Workshop "Monitoring and Benchmarking e-Health in Europe and the World" 

18 February 2009, Prague, Czech Republic
E-Health Conference 2009
18-20 February 2009, Prague, Czech Republic

Conference on Strengthening EU Competitiveness – Potential of Migrant Workers on the Labour Market
26-27 February 2009, Prague, Czech Republic 

Conference “EU Enlargement - 5 Years After”
02 March 2009, Prague, Czech Republic

Conference on the Implementation of EU Law in the EU Member States
11-13 March 2009, Prague, Czech Republic

International Conference: Quality and Safety for our Patients - Our Main Objective
12-13 March 2009, Prague, Czech Republic

EUNetPaS WP2 meeting
17 March 2009, Berlin, Germany

Informal Meeting of Education Ministers
22–23 March 2009, Prague, Czech Republic

Pharmaceutical Forum – Delivering for the Patients
25 March 2009, Brussels, Belgium

Meeting of the Bologna Follow-up Group
26-27 March 2009, Prague, Czech Republic

	News from the EU

Brussels EU Politicians & Policy Makers changing - Have your say in the European Parliament Elections 2009!
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In June 2009, the citizens of the 27 EU Members States will be voting for a new European Parliament, the only Institution in the world elected by universal suffrage, making these the biggest trans-national elections in the history. 736 Members of the European Parliament will be elected for a five-year term, to represent about 500,000,000 EU citizens. The date of the election will vary from 4 to 7 June 2009, according to each Member State local custom. The UK and the Netherlands will vote on 4 June, while most of the other Member States, including Belgium, Denmark, Estonia, Finland and Germany, will have the election on 7 June. However, the EU Member States must follow certain electoral procedures and democratic rules: proportional representation (The seats in the European Parliament are divided proportionately to the population of each country, the maximum being 99 seats for Germany, and the minimum 5 seats for Malta); 18 years old as minimum voting age; gender equality (the proportion of female MEPs is expected to further rise in these elections); and secret ballot. The first results are expected to be announced on the evening of 7 June.

1. Possible Actions for EFN Members

The European Parliament can play a very useful and crucial role to advance citizens’ interests at European level. As the MEPs are the only directly elected representatives, they are traditionally open to engage in a dialogue with citizens and to take into account the concerns of their voters. Therefore, it is very important that the EFN members take this opportunity to raise awareness of the candidates on the issues that are essential for nurses and the nursing profession in their own country, and ensure that the elected MEPs will be able to play a key role in ensuring that the nurses concerns, at national level, are also adequately addressed in the work of the European Parliament. 

Thus, you can play an important role by: 

· Looking at the different national and European Parliament parties’ manifestos, comparing them with the visions and values of your own organisation, and providing some input to it;

· Checking the profiles and backgrounds of the national candidates (it is easier to address those who already support your concerns), and write them a letter explaining your concerns, in a short and concise way;

· Meeting with your national candidates to present your concerns;

· Setting-up your own manifesto.

2. Some concrete examples

In preparation for the upcoming elections, several initiatives are being undertaken by different EU stakeholders and policy-makers, in order to boost the debate and include major EU key issues in the EU political groups’ campaigns. As example:

· The Royal College of Nursing (RCN), Member of EFN, is developing a manifesto that will highlight the key issues their members consider as the most important to lobby politicians standing for these elections in June, which will then go to the Parliamentary term of 2009-2014.
· The European Public Health Alliance (EPHA), of which EFN is a member, was given the opportunity to present three main public health goals in the Party of European Socialists (PES) Manifesto document, grouped under four main commitments: 1) Save our planet; 2) New Social Europe – which should include: setting health inequality targets; integrating public health into other policy areas; involving people in community development approaches to health promotion; ensuring and improving access for all to healthcare; health impact assessment of policy; and dissemination of good practice and research; 3) European democracy & diversity; and 4) the EU in the world.  
· The European Older People’s Platform (AGE) was given the opportunity to provide its recommendations for policy priorities to be included in the Party of European Socialists (PES) Manifesto document. Also, to encourage senior citizens to get involved and participate actively in the European Parliament election campaign, AGE developed a toolkit on the European elections, which provides relevant information on the European Parliament, and present good practices and activities to inspire and support the election campaigns at national level.
· The European Federation of Public Service Unions (EPSU), of which several EFN members are members, launched the ‘Public Service Pledge’. The objective of this campaign is to ask the support of candidates for the European Elections on a set of framework laws which recognize the special role of essential services in the European Union, and specifically calls for initiatives to protect and promote quality for users of public services. 
· The European Journalism Centre (EJC) launched on 26 January the Europe’s first continent-wide blogging competition called ‘TH!NK ABOUT IT’, in an attempt to boost the debate on the EU issues. Officially beginning on 1st February and funded by the European Commission, this competition will see ‘bloggers’ from all over the EU “cover, report, critique and debate” campaign issues and candidates, as well as “share their thoughts on the EU” in general. 
3. EFN Website

The EFN has created a section in the EFN Website where the EFN members can share and be informed on the activities the other NNAs are undertaking for these elections. Therefore, the EFN encourages all its members to send to the EFN Brussels Office any information on the activities undertaken at national level for the June elections that you would like us to publish on the EFN Website. 
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