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	President’s Message

Dear EFN Members and Colleagues,


As this is my last message to you as President of EFN, I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your support and help throughout my Presidential term. It is your commitment to EFN which has proved very successful in our efforts to influence health care policy within the EU. EFN can be rightly proud of its achievements, its visibility and its recognition with policy making bodies of the EU. EFN is now one of the leading NGOs representing health professionals and I am honoured to be its President. 

The General Assembly in Brussels on 13th and 14th September 2007 will provide all EFN members with a great opportunity to be at the heart of the EU, at the doorstep of the European Parliament and European Commission. I hope you all had a very enjoyable summer and I look forward to seeing you all again in Brussels.
Annette Kennedy

                                     EFN President
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Agenda

September 2007

Conference on "International Health Worker Migration", 17 September 2007, Keele University, UK 

1st Forum on Social Services of General Interest, 17 September 2007, Lisbon, Portugal 

57th Session of the WHO Regional Committee for Europe, 17-20 September 2007, Belgrade, Serbia

1st International Health Conference, 20-22 September 2007, Athens, Greece

Meeting of the General Directors of Vocational Education and Training (with Ministry of Education), 24 September 2007, Lisbon, Portugal 

Conference on “Patient Safety Research – Shaping the European Agenda”, 24-26 September 2007, Porto, Portugal
Conference “Health and Migration in the EU”, 27-28 September 2007, Lisbon, Portugal
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	News from EFN

Autumn EFN General Assembly, 13-14 September 2007, Brussels 
The EFN is organising its 87th General Assembly in Brussels, where EFN members and observers will discuss important issues for nurses and the nursing profession, such as: the outcomes of the Tuning Validation Conference; Continuous Professional Development; the EU project on Patient Safety ‘EUNetPas’; the Social Dialogue in the Hospital Sector; the Health Directive and the Health Strategy; and EFN involvement in DG Research 7th Framework Program. Elections will take place for President, Treasurer and two board members. The EFN would like to take this opportunity to welcome all its members to the next General Assembly.  

EFN Observer in the WHO Regional Committee, 17–20 September 2007, Serbia 
The EFN Secretary General will participate in the 57th Session of the WHO Regional Committee for Europe. WHO/Europe’s governing body has key issues on the agenda: health workforce policies, food and nutrition policy; and progress towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals. The EFN General Secretary will take this opportunity to lobby national governments in preparation of the WHO European Ministerial Conference on Health Systems in Tallinn, Estonia, 25-27 June 2008.
EU Presidency meeting on Patient Safety Research, 26-28 September 2007, Porto, Portugal

The EFN General Secretary will participate in the Conference on “Patient Safety Research – Shaping the European Agenda”, to be held on 24-26 September 2007, in Porto, Portugal. EFN has signed up to the European Project on Patient Safety (to be approved by DG Sanco) and is actively lobbying to increase the political awareness and outcomes related to Patient Safety through practical policy-making initiatives such as Sharp Injuries and Healthcare Associated Infections. The EFN General Secretary will lobby for EFN position statement on Patient Safety. 

Health First Europe information day in the European Parliament, 17 October 2007

EFN is in the advisory board of Health First Europe and is planning to organise a Health First Europe “Healthcare Associated Infections Awareness Day” to take place on 17 October 2007, in the European Parliament on ‘Health Care infections’. EFN experts will bring their expertise to the MEPs, together with other stakeholders such as researchers, patients’ organisations and industry. This will be an exciting event based on partnership leading to evidence based policy-making.  
News from the EU

High Level Group of experts on ageing population 
The European Commission set up a group of governmental experts to study the problems related to the ageing of the population and to make recommendations to the Commission. The group will also serve as platform to exchange good practices and experiments regarding care for the elderly. 

For more information:

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/07/789&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en 
Working parties area of health created within the European network of competition

The European Commission published a report indicating that the European Competition Network, consisting of the national authorities of competition and the European Commission, has created 15 sectoral subgroups among which subgroups relating to medication, professional services and to health care (Note 119 - page 20). 
For more information:

http://ec.europa.eu/comm/competition/annual_reports/2006/en.pdf 
Tackling the pay gap between women and men

The European Commission published a report expressing that women continue to earn around 15% less than men in the EU, and which puts solutions forward to combat this problem: existing legislation should be applied better; the wage gap should be fought as part of the labour policies employed by the Member States; wage equality should be promoted amongst employers; good practice across the community should be encouraged; and social partners should be included. 
To read the report: 

http://ec.europa.eu/employment_social/news/2007/jul/genderpaygap_en.pdf 
Europe’s Social Reality: A ‘stocktaking’ 

The European Commission is carrying out a public consultation on the ‘social reality’ of Europe today, seeking a variety of perspectives on the dramatic changes underway in European societies. The consultation aims to generate debate on social realities across Europe by seeking out views on current social trends and on what contributes to today’s ‘well being’. It poses questions on access to education and employment as well as on the implications of changing social relationships. The deadline for responses and comments is 31 December 2007.

For more information: 
http://ec.europa.eu/citizens_agenda/social_reality_stocktaking/index_en.htm 
BEPA Consultation Paper:
http://ec.europa.eu/citizens_agenda/social_reality_stocktaking/docs/background_document_en.pdf 
Call for tender on Injuries of Healthcare Workers 
The European Commission DG Employment published a call for tender entitled ‘Contract for the provision of services for drawing up a non-binding guide to prevention and good practice with a view to improving the health and safety of workers in the hospitals and healthcare sector’. The deadline for sending proposals is 21 September 2007. 
For more information:
http://ec.europa.eu/employment_social/emplweb/tenders/tenders_en.cfm?id=2145 
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