	[image: image1.png]EFN





	EFN POSITION PAPER 
ON PUBLIC HEALTH 



	The European Federation of Nurses Associations (EFN) represents over one million nurses and is the independent voice of the profession. The mission of EFN is to promote the interests, status and practice of the profession of nursing in the EU. 

The Maastricht Treaty explicitly recognised the role of the EU in promoting public health throughout all Member States. This has been further highlighted by the provisions of the Amsterdam Treaty and the appointment of a European Commissioner for health and consumer protection.  

The World Health Organisation (WHO) reports that while many people in Europe are experiencing better health, there is an increasing health gap between those with good and those with deteriorating health. Too many people are dying prematurely when the knowledge and means of avoiding this are available (WHO European Region, 1998). The situation is unacceptable and it is essential to discuss potential solutions to the problems as described by WHO in their ‘Health 21 – health for all in the 21st century’ publication. 

The EFN believes that whilst it is the responsibility of individuals to make their own health choices, public health and health care are governmental responsibilities and are essential to ensure that healthy choices are supported and facilitated. Future health strategies must focus on promoting health and reducing the present gap in health status between and within Member States.  

Nurses are the largest occupational group in the health care sector, have close contact with patients and thus are well placed to inform and promote public health to patients and their families. 

All health care personnel, including nurses, must be prepared for future challenges and should be equipped with the proper skills to enable them to promote population health and prevent disease. The EFN has developed a programme of continuing professional development in public health for nurses in Europe. The development of this training programme has been supported through European Commission funding and involves national nurses associations throughout the EU. 

The EFN is keen to participate in the ongoing dialogue at European level concerning how best to tackle the common problems in this field and to discuss how the health services can utilise the knowledge of nurses more effectively in order to improve the European health. 
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