	[image: image1.png]EFN





	EFN POSITION PAPER 
ON THE SERVICES DIRECTIVE


	The European Federation of Nurses Associations (EFN) represents over one million nurses and is the independent voice of the profession. The mission of EFN is to promote the interests, status and practice of the profession of nursing in the EU. 

The Commission proposed the Services Directive in January 2004 in order to remove technical trade obstructions and make free the movement of services in the EU.

EFN is concerned that the directive threatens to undermine the collective bargaining system, the national labour market models and the European social model. EFN is also concerned that the directive threatens to undermine the scope and content of a possible directive on Services of General Interest (SGI).

Language barriers, practical difficulties and personal resources will make consumer protection difficult to achieve. It might also prevent development of a long term workforce in the health sector, which is not the interest of quality patient care.

EFN is concerned about the impact of the directive on standards of care. EFN believe that the structures which promote quality in health and social care should not be regarded as a "barrier to free trade".  

Therefore, EFN will work to secure:

· That the public sector maintains the right to define quality and standards of care in public service, without these being considered “technical trade barriers”;

· That receiving countries should have the right to refuse nurses permission to work if they do not meet the national conditions for authorisation permission to work; 

· European citizens should be informed about their rights to health care;
· That there should be free conditions of establishment and the right to free movement to provide nursing services, subject to national legislation. 
In addition, EFN will lobby for:

· Registration of service providers in the country where they perform their service. This will avoid control and tax problems in the receiving country; 

· Recognition of the importance of job creation in many service professions in Europe;
· Regulation of the internal market to ensure the protection of the vulnerable, to support the delivery of quality care and does not undermine social cohesion.
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