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	President’s Message

Dear EFN Members and Colleagues,
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It’s good to be with a lot of energy seeing flowers blooming, and enjoying a lot of sunshine, because a lot of health issues are around: the European Parliament reading on the proposed cross-border healthcare directive and the new Green Paper on EU Workforce for Health, as well as the many other EU initiatives in health and healthcare.

At our spring General Assembly we invited the Director General Robert Madelin from DG Sanco to have a dialogue about those very important issues of current interest. Mr. Madelin was very open and expressed that cooperation with the European nurses on health issues was very important for DG Sanco. He also stressed that DG sanco finds it very positive that EFN has developed generic proposals to support EFN members in applying for the Social Cohesion Funds as very few of the money from those funds are used in health. 

I will, therefore, encourage the National Nurses Associations to use those proposals to make national projects that can strengthen nurses and nursing and thereby benefit the patients and citizens throughout Europe.

Finally, I am looking forward to seeing the above initiatives transferred into action for the advantage of both EU-citizens, nursing and nurses.    

Grete Christensen
                                     EFN President
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AGENDA
Meeting of the Spanish Chamber of Commerce in Belgium “The future of consumers and Health's policy in the European Union”
5 May 2009, Brussels, Belgium

17th International Conference on Health Promoting Hospitals and Health Services (HPH)
6-8 May 2009, Hersonissos, Creta, Greece

High-Level Conference on the Financial Sustainability of Health Systems
10-12 May 2009, Prague, Czech Republic

ECAS Debate “Free movement of persons in the recession period”

11 May 2009, Brussels, Belgium

II International Congress “Long Term Care and Quality of Life”
11-13 May 2009 in Pamplona, Spain

ECAS Conference “Who is responsible for the vulnerable intra-EU migrants and how does the current economic crisis affect them?”
12 May 2009, Brussels, Belgium 
European Health Policy Forum
14 May 2009, Brussels, Belgium
 

EIPA Seminar on “Delivering the European Social Funds 2007-2013” 

14-15 May 2009, Maastricht, The Netherlands
EUNetPaS project Coordination meeting
18 May 2009, Copenhagen, Denmark 
Seminar on “E-services in the Health care sector”
18 May 2009, Brussels, Belgium

European Conference of the Regions for the promotion of mobility in Vocational Education and Training
26-27 May 2009, Barcelona, Spain
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	News from EFN 

Investing in Health to Respond to Global Recession 

During the EFN spring General Assembly, held in Brussels on 16-17 April 2009, the EFN members had the opportunity to discuss on the EFN ongoing lobby activities: Green Paper on EU Workforce for Health; Skill Mix & Skill Needs; Social Cohesion Funds; Patient Safety EU Project (EUNetPaS); EU Council Recommendations on Patient Safety & Healthcare Associated Infections (HCAIs); Quality Standards; the Bologna Summit, the upcoming the European Parliament (June 2009) and WHO Regional Committee (September 2009) elections; as well as on the financial/economic crisis all over the EU. The EFN members highlighted their national key concerns as regards the impact of this financial/economic crisis on nurses and the nursing profession, which is being reflected through health budget cuts, staff lay-offs, closure of units, hospitals and other healthcare facilities, reduced salaries, reduced intake of nursing students, forced unpaid leave and reduced pension schemes. As an outcome of this important discussion, the EFN published a Press Release calling the Heads of State and Finance Ministers to invest and protect health and social services, to build the workforce for health, and to financially support the member states hardest hit. Besides, to take further the work of the EFN Cyprus General Assembly, October 2008, on the Synergies between Directive 36, Bologna and the European Qualifications Framework (EQF), and the recommendations of the two EFN experts groups – TAIEX Mission & Education - the EFN members approved a Press Release stressing that it is crucial that education and training opportunities are optimally effective to meet the current and future health care needs, and that in times of recession, any myopic temptation to reduce investment is ruled out.

Cross-border Healthcare & Patient Safety

Meeting in Strasbourg on 23 April 2009, the MEPs voted on two very important reports: John Bowis (A6-0233/2009) report on the proposal for a directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the application of patients' rights in cross-border healthcare - adopted by 297 votes in favour, 120 against, and 152 abstentions; and on Amalia Sartori’s (A6-0239/2009) report on the proposal for a Council recommendation on patient safety, including the prevention and control of healthcare associated infections - adopted by 391 votes in favour, 6 against, and 5 abstentions. The EFN welcomes these two votes, which are in line with EFN views and policies on these two important items. The adoption of the proposal for a directive on patients’ rights in cross-border healthcare, which aims to ensure that there are no obstacles to patients who seek treatment in an EU Member State other than their own, is an exciting leap forward to an era of accessible, equitable, qualitative, and safe healthcare services where the principles of subsidiarity and free movement are uphold. The EFN also supports the European Commission and the Council in their endeavour to safeguard quality and safety in healthcare.
Health in Times of Global Economic Crisis

The EFN participated in the WHO High Level meeting, organised in Oslo - Norway, on 1-2 April 2009, on the global economic crisis, and how the health sector can help mitigate negative health and social impacts and counter the economic downturn. From a nursing perspective, nurses and nursing are the professional sector where investments are urgently needed, especially as regards primary health care, skill mix and skill needs, and retention of nurses. Furthermore, solidarity is essential, especially towards the poor and the developing countries. The WHO European Region sees the crisis as an opportunity to implement WHO tools to monitor and evaluate health services and systems: “more money for health and more health for money” (efficiency). The EFN took this opportunity to stress the importance of stakeholder approach. Governments do not only need to think “about”, they need to think “with”, next to developing policies with a gender approach.

News from the EU

Agreement on European Globalisation Fund 

The European Parliament Employment and Social Affairs Committee adopted on 17 April 2009 the modification on the regulation of the European Adjustment Fund for Globalisation, which is part of the European plan for economic recovery, with the objective to alleviate the effects of the current economic and financial crisis and the labour markets in the EU. The newly defined rules are to simplify the rules with regard to the funds’ use, and lead to a more effective support of dismissed workers. The money from the fund may be used to fund employee retraining programmes and lifelong learning projects, to support employee mobility or to fund counselling in job searching or transition to self-employment. This agreement will be put to the vote in the European Parliament in May 2009, and will then be formally adopted by the EU Ministers. For further information: 

http://www.eu2009.cz/en/news-and-documents/press-releases/agreement-on-european-globalisation-fund-brokered-by-presidency-17564/ 

European professional card for service providers

The European Parliament recently adopted (by 607 votes in favour, 21 against and 27 abstentions) an own-initiative report on the creation of a European professional card for service providers, which encourages all initiatives that aim to facilitate cross-border mobility as a means to the efficient functioning of the services and labour markets. The MEPs call on the European Commission to assess the transposition of Directive 2005/36/EC on the recognition of professional qualifications, and call on the Member States to strive for a more harmonised approach to the recognition of qualifications and competences, to simplify the administrative processes involved and to reduce the costs incurred by professionals. The MEPs consider that this professional card should be as simple, easy and liberal as possible, avoiding any new bureaucratic burdens, that it could establish a “common language” in the qualifications of certain professions, and that the professions themselves should finance the development and implementation of a European professional card, if felt appropriate.
EU Injury Data Services

On the occasion of the World Health Day 2009 celebrated on 7 April, a new service to provide comprehensive injury data was officially launched by EuroSafe and the European Injury Database Network (IDB), with the support of the Directorate General for Health and Consumers. This new service, part of the PHASE (Public Health Actions for a Safer Europe) project, aims to provide relevant, comprehensive and up-to-date information on injuries prevention and safety promotion, at national and international level to all those working in the area of injury prevention and safety promotion and would like to use injury data and figures to underpin arguments and proposals, such as: public health, health and safety administrations at the national and EU level; research institutions, international and national NGOs in the field; consumer organisations and standardisation bodies, trade and industry; and the media, general and special interest.

Common EU lobbyist register

In the follow-up of the work of the European Commission and Parliament joint working group formed in December 2008 in order to draw up a proposal for a common register for the over 15.000 EU lobbyists, the representatives of both institutions meeting in Strasbourg on 22 April 2009, agreed on common guidelines and a code of conduct. A new website was also launched, providing joint access to the EU Commission and Parliament registers for the first time. 

Publications

The State of the Union 2009

The Robert Schuman Foundation published the 3rd edition of the “The State of the Union, Schuman Report 2009”, which offers analyses, maps and important data to understand everything about Europe and challenges the EU has to face in this election year, such as: globalization, international tension and security, economic and financial crisis, institutions and integration. 
For further information: 
http://www.robert-schuman.eu/ouvrage.php?num=115 
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